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It’s Thursday morning at the Prix de Lausanne, and San Francisco Ballet School director Patrick Armand is

teaching class. In the front row stand John Edmar Sumera, 16, and Benedict Sabularse, 17, two candidates

from the Philippines. Each has a juicy plié and strong pirouettes, but what’s even more apparent is how eagerly

they soak up Armand’s corrections–and how quickly they apply them. There’s perhaps a reason for their sense

of urgency: they’ve only been training for three years. But there’s more to it than that. Both young dancers

started ballet classes through the Tuloy Foundation, a nonprofit organization for poor, abandoned and

homeless children that works with the Department of Social Welfare and Development in the Philippines.

Founded in 1993, it provides rehabilitation services, vocational schooling and supervised housing for

approximatly 200 children.

Benedict Sabularse in John Neumeier’s Vaslaw. Photo by Gregory Batardon, Courtesy

Prix de Lausanne.

Tuloy Foundation also has a thriving ballet program through a partnership with Academy One Music and

Dance Center, where Sumera and Sabularse receive free training. (It set up a special Facebook page to cheer

the boys on.) “We’re not a national school, but we’re serious about what we do,” says Academy director Cherish

Garcia. “These two boys took to it quite naturally.” So much so that both have attended summer intensives on

scholarship at The Royal Ballet School.

While Sumera and Sabularse originally took classes three times a week, their teachers Jeffrey and Pamela

          Home Videos News Win It! Inside PT Training Career Health Auditions Photo Galleries Subscribe

February/March 2017 ➤

Archives

Tablet Editions

 Search

Share 618

Enregistrer

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fpointemagazine.com%2Fviews%2Fphilippines-prix-de-lausanne%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Inside%20Prix%20de%20Lausanne%3A%20From%20Foster%20Care%20to%20International%20Stage&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpointemagazine.com%2Fviews%2Fphilippines-prix-de-lausanne%2F
http://pointemagazine.com/
http://pointemagazine.com/views/
http://pointemagazine.com/views/philippines-prix-de-lausanne/
http://pointemagazine.com/author/amy-brandt/
https://www.facebook.com/Tuloy-Foundation-522632551105198/
http://pointemagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PDL2017_photo_gregory_batardon_D1A6601webfacebook.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA6m6H7XNVc
https://www.facebook.com/Benedict-and-Edmar-Team-A1-goes-to-Prix-De-Lausanne-245465582530655/about/
http://pointemagazine.com/
http://pointemagazine.com/
http://pointemagazine.com/videos/
http://pointemagazine.com/news/
http://pointemagazine.com/win-it/
http://pointemagazine.com/magazines/
http://pointemagazine.com/training/
http://pointemagazine.com/career/
http://pointemagazine.com/inside-pt/health/
http://pointemagazine.com/auditions/
http://pointemagazine.com/photo-galleries/
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/18105/apps/DES?ikey=H**W01
http://pointemagazine.com/magazines/februarymarch2017
http://pointemagazine.com/magazines/
http://pointemagazine.com/buy-the-apps/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsve2PKC4-bB79EJzZvdaAE8Kzmf_BoW_zXCeU9FjQVEdsgiTWq6uGACAT8BFEF1m4q1olaan4k_QlH-M3GzKS_uKTUJOT0Py1y56Spqd1jjL-9GG5hf9ROBve5bUPrWawaygyqYCrtAoOlvqKoc4eEMTClOCCPBNUYhf7VNIhpyX9bVTgYx27J0FpuH965NEZzzoenWz_Y00C3c5CqD-Ltr6Q2u_S47gD9YYOe_22kAYI5cgMhdSuB7xxOMYqMVmCg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGryyEf4xAPR&adurl=https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/18105/apps/DES%3Fikey%3DH**W01
http://pointemagazine.com/magazines/februarymarch2017
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=210334582354214&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fpointemagazine.com%2Fviews%2Fphilippines-prix-de-lausanne%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
http://pointemagazine.com/views/philippines-prix-de-lausanne/#menu
http://pointemagazine.com/search/


04.02.17 11:52Inside Prix de Lausanne: From Foster Care to International Stage - Pointe Magazine

Page 2 sur 2http://pointemagazine.com/views/philippines-prix-de-lausanne/

Espejo ramped up their training to six days a week to compete in the Asian Grand Prix last August. “I thought,

if they do well, we’ll try the Prix de Lausanne,” says Garcia. To their surprise, Sumera won silver and Sabularse

placed fourth and received a special award.

Both boys dream of dancing professionally with a company like American Ballet Theatre. “I always tell them

their future is not in our country,” says Garcia. “There’s not much in terms of work for a ballet dancer.” While

neither moved on to Saturday’s finals, they hope that their performances at the Prix result in a scholarship

offer to a professional ballet school. “We’re meeting new teachers and making new friends,” says Sabularse.

“It’s been a very good experience.”

For more news on all things ballet, don’t miss a single issue.
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